OUTLINE OF IRI5H HISTORY

600-100 BC Arrival of the Celts in Ireland.
432 AD Saint Patrick (Ireland's patron saint) was sent to Ireland as bishop. When he was o young boy, he was captured by Irish brigands and token in Ireland to be a slave. He learnt Gaelic language and managed to run away. He came bock afterwards to convert people to Christianism.

795 The Vikings raised Ireland.

1169 First Anglo-Norman invasions (by Henry II of England). Ireland became England's first colony.

1541 Henry VIII was recognised king of Ireland by the Irish Parliament. He had been separated from the Church of Rome since 1536.

1596-1603 Last years of Elizabeth I's reign. She was the head of the Anglican Church.

Revolts for religious and economical reasons.

1608 Scottish and English protestants invaded Ulster. They received territories that had been confiscated to the Irish. ( maybe the origin of today’s problems.

1649 Irish resistance was crushed by Cromwell.

1690 The Battle of the Boyne..

James II (catholic) lost his throne in 1689. William IIL/ William of Oranqe (protestant) replaced him.

There was o revolt in Ireland and they called on James Il's help who was supported by Louis XIV, but William of Orange won the Bottle of the Boyne as he crushed the Catholic revolution. Still celebrated every year by the Protestants.

1704 The Penal Laws: Protestants imposed strong restrictions to Catholics : Gaelic was suppressed, the priests couldn't enjoy their function, Catholics couldn't buy any territories... that led to o strong resentment among the Catholics.

As o social and economical consequence, Catholics emigrated to the US

1740-1741 Famine

end of 18th C Protestant extremists formed the Orange Society whose object was to ensure the control of the northern port of Ireland by Protestant loyal to British.

1800 The Act of Union: The Irish Parliament was abolished and the two kingdoms of Ireland and England were reunited ‘for ever'. The slogan of Protestants loyalists throughout the century was ‘no home rule' (their refusal of on independent and unified Ireland). There were some Irish representatives in the House of Commons (British government). Numerous revolts.

1823 Catholic agitation revived by Daniel O'Connell (
1829 Emancipation Act: Catholics were admitted to Parlioment and to most public offices.

1845-1850 The Great Famine caused by the potato blight. Hundreds of thousands of Irish people migrated to the US (and Great-Britain and Australia) and one million died. Irish population dropped from 8 million to 4 million.

1848 Failure of on armed rising organised by the Young Ireland Leaders.

1870 The Home Rule Association was founded by those who believed in Irish self-government. They had on efficient political slogan: Home Rule.

1870-19t4 Home Rule Bills were proposed but were rejected (by the Lords). The last one was voted in 
1914 but if was never applied because of WW1.

1896 The Irish Socialist Republican Party was founded.

1900 Foundation of new party: Sinn Fein (it means 'ourselves alone' in Gaelic)

1912 The Irish Labour Party was founded.

The British Prime Minister presented a plan for the unification of Ireland. However the militancy of 'Orangemen' destroyed his plans.

1913-1914 The Citizen Army wos founded

1916 Bloody Easter: The British army shot many Republican leaders during an uprising on Easter Sunday. The civil war broke out.

1919 The Republicans won the election in Ireland. The Irish Republican Army was formed.

l921 Anglo-Irish treaty signed : after o brutal civil war, the British government was forced to partition Ireland.

The IRA split over the new Irish Free State (EIRE) and ULSTER which remained part of the UK.

EIRE : 26 counties dominion, Catholic, Dublin, South, Independent Republic

ULSTER : 6 counties, port of the UK and governed by Storrnont (a Protestant parliament) , Protestant, Belfast, North

1969 Severe rioting in Derry, Belfast and other places opposing the Protestant (privileged people politically, economically, socially speaking) against the Catholics (are a minority: they represent 1/3 of the population in Ulster and are supported by Eire). Protestant privileges were threatened, that's why they had an extreme reaction. (since 1968 there had been widespread and mounting violence)

British troops intervened there and have remained there since then. ( Beginning of the Troubles (bombings and sectarian violence, especially between Catholic and Protestant extremists, became almost daily occurrences. British 'peace-keeping' forces were stationed in Northern Ireland).
1971 In the face of all the IRA bombings and shooting attacks, internment without trial was introduced.

1972 Bloody Sunday: 13 Catholic civilians were killed by the army in Derry. Stormont was suspended.

1973 A referendum was held to ascertain whether Northern Irish citizens wanted to remain within Britain. The result was on overwhelming “yes" majority, but many Irish nationalists had boycotted the poll as they considered the result a foregone conclusion.

1976 There seemed to be a will to put an end to all this violence when two mothers, one Catholic and one Protestant, who each had had a child killed, created the “Peace People” movement. This organization's first rally was attended by over 20.000 people. In October of the some year, Betty Williams and Mairead Corrigan, the two women who had founded the Peace People, were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

1980-1981 Several IRA prisoners died after o hunger strike. Killings of military and civilian targets continued throughout the eighties and early nineties. Since 1969 nearly 3,000 people have been killed and many more injured.

1994 On August the 31"', the IRA declared a ceasefire, bringing hope of a peaceful solution to the conflict. However, bombings in London in February 1996 brought on end to the ceasefire, threatening the whole of the peace process.
